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Our Mission:
To nurture in children

a lifelong love

of music by

providing quality

music education

programs in schools

with our trained

volunteer and

professional

educators.

Music for Minors has such amazing impact on 
so many. But how many more could benefit 
from our essential programs? We think 
thousands… which is why, over the next three 
to five years, MFM is taking steps to 
significantly expand our community reach. 

To support this exciting venture, honor our 35-
year legacy, and celebrate MFM’s successful 
mission, we are launching our Annual 
Campaign: Laying the Foundation for the Next 
Generation: a crescendo of  music lovers 
through expanded community. 

This year will focus on events and initiatives to 
foster growth in the number of  students served, increase educational and enrichment 
programs, and further our partnerships with families, communities, performance 
organizations, and you, our valued donors.  Here is a glimpse of  the expansion that is 
already unfolding: 

• Redwood City School District — additional weeks of  instruction, plus a new 
partnership with West Bay Opera’s Opera in the Schools Program in which all schools 
will learn about, participate in, and enjoy Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel.

• San Carlos School District  — new after-school choral program.
• Santa Clara County — new partnership with the Ives String Quartet, offering select 

schools an informative and entertaining assembly by this acclaimed professional 
ensemble. 

To bring you closer to the heart of  
our work, we will be adding color and 
texture to the MFM story by sharing 
accounts of  individuals whose lives 
have been changed through their 
involvement with our organization. 
Profiles of  current and alumni kids 
who illustrate the results of  dedicated 
work toward our mission, “nurturing 
in children a lifelong love of  music,” 
will be featured, along with words 

from our treasured docents. We invite 
you to participate in upcoming events (see “Save the Dates” on page 2), and contribute 
your voice and experience to our narrative.

Giving to Music for Minors is an important donation to consider, one that will truly have 
lifelong impact. Your cherished support will increase MFM’s ability to serve thousands 
more, especially those most in need. We look forward to your partnership in making 
Music for Minors — More for More!
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Executive Director’s Message: 
The Next Generation!

Sonja and her two children, Lena and 
Karsten.

— Sonja Palmer

We need your 
help to tell the 
MFM story!

Please email us at ceci@mfm.org with a 
paragraph describing your past and/or 
present involvement with MFM and 
how music features in your life today.

mailto:ceci@mfm.org
mailto:ceci@mfm.org
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At the end of  each school year, 
classroom teachers are asked to 
evaluate the program. Here is a taste 
of  what they had to say:

“The children have learned new songs 
in both English and Spanish. They 
have also become aware of  rhythm 
and movement, while having their 
first chance at playing instruments. 
And so importantly, their listening 
skills have improved a lot!”

— Taft, Redwood City

“My class and I are so fortunate to 
have the MFM program! Our 
volunteer is enthusiastic, organized, 
and reliable.  I have been happy with 
music through the years. It’s a great 
program. Thank you!”

— Canoas, San Jose

“The class was able to have fun 
music and movement activities 
consistently every week, as well as 
the opportunity to learn musical 
elements that support our 
curriculum. They also had the 
valuable experience of  performing 
before an audience.”

— Marshall Lane, Saratoga

“I’d love the program to begin even 
earlier in the school year, as music 
has a way of  building community 
and bringing children together.”

— White Oaks, San Carlos

Teacher 
Comments

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Michele Haussler

Three years ago, 
the kindergartners 
and first graders 
at Redwood City’s 
Adelante Spanish 
Immersion School 
had no music. 
Then along came 
Michele Haussler. 
This summer we 

are spotlighting Michele, who has had 
an impact beyond anything she ever 
imagined. After a teacher suggested she 
look into MFM, Michele launched a 
process that has culminated in an 
ongoing music program for hundreds 
of  children. Although she did not fully 
understand its importance at that time, 
Michele has truly become an 
impassioned music teacher, fundraiser, 
and activist.

When Michele first learned about 
MFM, she was the busy mother of  two 
young children, simultaneously 
nurturing the growth of  her own 
business.  She did not have time to 
attend an information meeting, much 
less participate in training. Meanwhile 
she did approach the principal and 
came away discouraged about how a 
music program could be funded. As 
she continued to reflect, she happened 
to learn about special funding available 
through the Redwood City Education 
Foundation, and then successfully 
obtained a grant. Having overcome 
that obstacle, Michele faced the next 
one… where to find the music 
teachers?

Michele, who professes to have no 
prior musical training, was able to take 
the MFM training in 2009. She then 
jumped in with a whopping teaching 
load of  five classes. Jean Tyan, MFM 

Programs Director, placed several 
other volunteers at Adelante to enable 
full coverage for the kindergarten and 
first grades. And they love it! 

Michele never anticipated the gratitude 
she would receive… from the children 
(often in the form of  hugs) and from 
their parents. What she has given, she 
says, has come back to her three-fold. 
A favorite moment came when she 
was teaching the conga to a 
kindergarten class. The children had 
carefully practiced the steps and were 
ready for the music. After one round 
of  spirited dancing, a student flashed 
her an enormous grin and said, “I love 
this! I can feel the music in my body!” 
As a person who has always been 
energized by music, it is fulfilling for 
Michele to play such a role in 
children’s self-discovery. She is also 
gratified when she can help kids step 
beyond their boundaries. Michele has 
enjoyed seeing students who were 
initially too shy to sing in front of  
others be able to step up and perform 
before large audiences by the year-end 
concert.

The year-end performance is the only 
way that many parents find out music 
is part of  their children’s school 
experience. Michele makes use of  this 
performance to pass a donation box 
and has found that parents give 
generously. “Everybody gives 
something,” Michele says. “Parents 
understand that if  they don’t have 
music, their kids are losing out.”  
Nobody wants to see that happen.  
And what a difference one person can 
make! We salute Michele as she 
prepares to begin her 3rd year of  
volunteering, and join the chorus of  
heartfelt gratitude for the rich gift of  
music she brings to Adelante.

Connect with us on 
Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
MusicforMinors

Connect with us on 
Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
MusicforMinors

Newsletter layout by Lissy Abraham
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2010–2011 At a Glance
• 10,000 kindergarten–5th grade 

students reached with year-long 
music education 

• Fast approaching 400 classrooms 
served each week 

• Expansive geographic coverage: San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties

• District-wide coverage in both 
Redwood City and San Carlos

• 80+ active Volunteer Music 
Teachers

• 12 Paid Music Instructors 
• 30 new Volunteer Music Teachers 

trained

• 55+ hours of  training and 
continuing education provided 

• 10,000+ volunteer hours contributed 
• Top-rated arts nonprofit on 

greatnonprofits.org 
• 43% growth with solid financials
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*Title 1 schools are so designated by the percent of  
students receiving free and reduced lunch. This chart 
illustrates the escalating need for fundraising to  
subsidize these programs.

Save the Dates

• Oct 9: Overture to Music for Minors
• December TBA: Appreciation Event
• February 11, 2012: Mardi Gras Mystique

Student Comments
Messages for MFM volunteers from the classroom:

“Thank you for telling me that I could do music!”       —Mason

“Thank you for helping my classmates and I now play the 
recorders. I know it was kind of  hard but you didn't give up 
on us. I would also like to thank you for teaching us songs that 
were from the olden days. If  it wasn't for you I wouldn't be 
interested in music. Thanks to you I know what I want to play 
when I am in 6th grade [band].”                                     — Lily

“You are the best music teacher ever. You are always fair and 
sorry for talking a lot. You tell us the history about songs and 
a lot about music and everything. I had a great year!” 

— Christopher



Thank You to Our 2010 – 2011 Donors
Individuals:
$1-99: Lois & Robert Adams, Judy Anderson, Lynda & Larry Anderson, Sally Andrews & Dimitry Struve, Anonymous, Eryl & John Aynsley, Debra 
Babcock & Mark Rosekind, Jan Bishop, Paige Brodsky, Margaret Brooks, Alla & Marilyn Brown, Kate & Jim Buckley, Jeri Danielson, Jo Darius, 
Larry & Kathryn Farnsley, Lyn & Steve Faust, David Frydenlund & Pat Terman, Christina Gil, Diane & Gary Glazer, Jean & Charlie Golden, Gina 
& Brian Greenen, Peggy & Julius Guccione, Daniel & Olivia Haley, Linda Hoff, Freda Hofland, Judith & Thomas Hogan, Ann Hovey, Scott Hovey, 
Bobbie Huston, Anna & Earl Johnson, Rory & Dan Kaplan, Ellen & Keith Kitchen, Deanna & Al Knickerbocker, Cary Lai, Ron & Ginny Lau, Cathi 
& John Lerch, Susan Lin, Jo Loer, Edward Lorraine, Helen & Bertram Martin, Dennis & Lori McBride, Ellen McKenzie, Sharon & William 
Moerner, Trevor Nelson, Tadashi Okuno, Liz & Don Olson, Jean & Reg Ricket, Saundra & David Rinde, Jesse & Pat Salem, Julia & Robert 
Schoettle, Beverly & Steven Shepherd, Suzi & K. Rey Smith, Michelle Speert, Maria & Roland Strick, Ann Wendin, George & Sarah Wheaton, Lori 
& Don Wilson, Barbara Zimmer

$100-199: Sue Bartalo & Dave Fischer, Mac & Cheryl Bean, Traci Bliss, James Blodgett & Elizabeth Susskind, Marilee & Todd Brooks, Prudence 
Brown, Helen Caplan, Erik Chen, Peter & Chris Chronis, Ernie & Stephanie Chu, Faith Clarke, Jan Clayton, Jan & Neal Coberly, Ellyn Corey & 
Thomas Sartor, Lena & William Dawson, Michael Dimartino & Lisa Henriksen, Jill Dodsworth, Lawrence & Karen Dries, Francesca Eastman, 
Albert & Mary Jeanne Fenn, Albert Fong, Andrew & Barbara Glassanos, Julia & Martin Goldstein, Mary Heibel, Claire Heinzelman, Helen Helson, 
Nancy Hoban, Annette Howitt, Cathy Humphers Smith & Kent Smith, Jaynie & Bill Kind, Andrea & Paul Koontz, Ann & George Limbach, Roy & 
Carol Lorenz, Mary MacLellan & Paul Bergevin, Anneke Neal, Mort & Hilda Owens, Barbara & Jerry Pierce, Mary & Ben Pless, Donna Poulos, 
George Ringer, Dennis & Linda Ronberg, Alice & Rich Rowland, Kristine & Denis Salmon, Deborah Scheraga & Aurel Kleinerman, Lynette 
Skelton, Sue Specht, Kirsten Tobey, Marianne & Dennis Wilcox, Mark & Man-Wai Wright

$200-$499: Tricia Baldwin & Paul Wolber, Judy Bogard & Hide Tanigami, Kathy Bridgman, Henry & Marilyn Brook, Mike & Katie Caponigro, 
Lynne Carr, Amie Chang & Hank Massey, Orlene & Bob Chartain, Renee & Michael Child, Claudia & Bill Coleman, Dick & Madelyn Costa, Lee & 
Kathy Danforth, John & Stevie Day, Barbara & Charles Du Mond, Craig & Sally Falkenhagen, James & Kenna Fenton, Karen & Randy Fowler, 
John Galli & Christine Talbott, Barbara & John Glynn, Sam & Ann Gordon, Ken Grant, Susan Harrington, Jeanne Heise, Richard & Paulette 
Henning, Steve & Donna Hicks, Howard & Randy Hoffman, Bob Jacobsen, Grace Johnston, Anil & Rashmi Khatri, Alison Kibrick & Constantin 
Delivanis, Susana Krulevitch, Sue & Peter La Tourrette, Barton & Elizabeth Lane, Roy & Penny Lave, Mike & Sara Leeder, Art & Sybil Lewis, Jim 
& Rita Martin, Jim & Donna McFadzean, Elyce Melmon & Mike Naughten, Sandy Minga & Gary Maggard, Iris & Tom Moran, Tami & Jim 
Mulcahy, Arabella & George Napier, Laurie Panfil & James Blackman, Pierre & Gerry Patkay, John & Jane Reed, Loretta Reid, Terry & Kristen 
Rettig, Dawn & Keith Reyen, Fred & Margit Roland, Julie Rose, Elizabeth Ross, Kira Sasaki & Jean Francois Vankerckhove, Allene & Bob Sieling, 
Dick & Pat Simko, Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger, Mitch Stock, Ginny Strock, Georgia Sutherland, Ethan Thorman & Mimi Boyle, Diane & Bob 
Tokheim, Ron & Ingrid Voss, Greg & Kathy Wait, Mariette & Scott Wharton, Patti & Ed White, Nancy & Randy Wilde, John & Lee Wooldridge, 
Richard Yamaguma, Diane Yeramian & Russ Sansom, Sam Yeramian

$500-$999:  Mark & Laura Bailey, Sharon & Rodger Barkoff, Pat & Penny Barrett, Milind & Neelima Bhat, Don & Suzanne Bray, JoAnn Buchanan 
& Stephen Smith, Terri & Henry Bullock, Chris & Mike Burke, Will & Lee Corkern, Dotty & Terry Hayes, Chuck Hess, Brian & Rene Hollins, 
Bernadette & Steve Houtchens, Leland & Judy Huey, Mark & Michelle Huie, Elizabeth Hulsey, Anula Jayasuriya & David Gilmour, Pete & Vicki 
Laboskey, Sandy Lee & Mark Hueschen, Janet Littlefield & William Coggshall, David & Cynthia Luedtke, Mary Marley, Hugh & Deborah 
McDevitt, Nathan Melsted, Carol Millie & Jay Marguilles, Bill & Brenda Murphy, Diana & Martin Neiman, Craig & Michelle Opperman, Sonja & 
Olin Palmer, Patti & Peter Robison, Roberta & Ric Rudman, Martin & Lee Ann Shell, John & Sue Sullivan, John Sylvester, Michael & Kristina 
Welton, Anna Maria Zara & Robert English

$1000-$1999:  Ned & Jimi Barnholt, Geoff & Norma Egan, Earl Hall, Bill & Carole Hockett, Gosia & Daryl Hoot, Michelle & Ron Johnson, Mel & 
Mady Kahn, Garry & Sherron Kalbach, Katherine Kraemer & Patrick Brockett, Cathy & Dick Lampman, Mark & Adelheid Levi, Chris & Webb 
McKinney, Kirby & Carmen Miller, Bette Moorman, Nancy Ozard, Bob Smittcamp, Marilyn & Tig Tarlton, Jack & Jan Tuttle, Jeanne von Gunten, 
Rachel & Dan Wagner, Jane Walker, Lynn Wilson Roberts & Howard Roberts, David & Ronda Wohlgemuth

$2000-$4999: Anonymous, George & Susan Crow, Gunilla & Tom Follett, Michelle & Brett Galloway, Chuck & Nan Geschke, Robert Grimm, 
Mary & Matt Powell, Liz & Dave Rome, Bill & Emily Terrell

$5000-$9999: Cathy & Steve Combs, Judy Koch, Denise & Woody Shackleton

Grants & Foundations: 
Arts Council Silicon Valley, Bill Graham Supporting Foundation, Foothill College Performing Arts Alliance, Los Altos Community Foundation 
(Community Grants Program, Pillar Grant,) Los Altos Town Crier Holiday Fund, Optimist Club Redwood City, Shutterfly Foundation, Wells Fargo 
Foundation

Organizations & Corporations:
Applied Materials, Arts Council Silicon Valley (ArtsChoice), Avid Bank, Canoas Home & School Club, Carnes Piano Co., Google, HP, Microsoft, 
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, Oracle, SAP, Stanford, Sunset Ridge School PTA, Synopsis, Unidos Y Adelante, Windmill Giving Circle

Please note: Names and organizations listed reflect donations between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011. Great care has been taken to ensure the 
proper recognition of our donors. If you notice an error or omission, we apologize and hope you will bring it to our attention.




