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Our Mission:
To nurture in children

a lifelong love

of music by

providing quality

music education

programs in schools

with our trained

volunteer and

professional

educators.

Upcoming 
Benefi t  Concert
Please join us for a special benefit concert 
featuring Bella Sorella, an award-winning 
soprano ensemble (check out their 
exquisite sound at www.bellasorella.net). 

Following the concert, we will enjoy 
delicious food, prepared by local celebrity 
chefs and paired with fine wines. Come 
celebrate “Music’s in the Air” in the 
company of  many old and new friends 
who share our passion and commitment 
to music education. The evening will also 
honor the memory of  G.G. Fitzmaurice, 

one of  MFM’s co-founders and guiding 
lights. (See article on page 3.)

In addition, those in attendance will have a 
chance to enter prize drawings for 
exclusive items not available to the general 
public.

When: Sunday, May 2nd, 4:30 – 7:00 PM

Where: Community School of  Music And 
Arts, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain 
View

Tickets: $75 per person available online 
at www.mfm.org or call the office at 
650-237-9130

It’s my sincere 
pleasure to be writing 
to you for the first 
time as the new 
executive director of  
Music for Minors – a 
necessary mission of  
our time. I consider it 
an honor to work for 
such a valued music 
endeavor that, for 

over 30 years, has successfully addressed a 
continued challenge in our educational 
system. I have been immediately 
impressed by the leadership and 
determination on behalf  of  the founders, 
board, staff, and volunteers toward 
maintaining a professional operation and 
strong service to an expansive community.

My love of  music and value of  the art 
stems from an early and consistent 
exposure – one that led me to not only 

study music but to spend the past 20 years 
working in music education, performance, 
administration, and advocacy, to help 
ensure a strong future for music in my life, 
the life of  my husband and two small 
children, and for the community at large. 
Music for Minors will have a direct impact 
on my own family when our kids 
eventually attend school with an MFM 
docent. Thank you!

It’s been my life’s ambition to keep the 
arts alive in schools and communities and 
advocate for the importance of  arts in 
everyone’s life. In these challenging 
economic times that compel our 
communities to make hard choices, I look 
forward to being a strong voice in the 
choir, ensuring that music remains a solid 
and stable part of  the education process. 
We can do it – together!

—Sonja Palmer

Meet our New
Executive Director
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Meet Our Newest MFL Instructors
We are pleased to have three docents 
joining the Music For Learning team 
of  instructors. Music For Learning 
(MFL) is an MFM program that 
provides music education to grades 2 
through 4 in all Redwood City 
elementary schools, using a paid 
instructor model. For more 
information about MFL, see       
http://mfm.org/programs/
music_for_learning.html

Maren Stever is 
an MFM docent 
who also joined 
the MFM team 
last fall.  Maren 
first took 
training in 2008, 
and was eager to 
docent in a 
community 
where most of  

the children lacked access to music.! 
She was placed at Henry Ford 
Elementary in Redwood City, where 
she still volunteers with three 
kindergarten and two first-grade 
classes.! 

Maren received a BA from Stanford, 
and subsequently began working on a 
Master of  Musicology from New 
England Conservatory. She found her 
way to MFM after starting her family 
and moving back to the Bay Area just 
two years ago.! 

Maren appreciates the network of  
support, guidance, and training 
provided. With MFL, she enjoys the 
high-quality second- to fourth-grade 
curricula and the enthusiasm of  the 
teachers and students. She feels she 
has found the best possible 
opportunity for sharing her knowledge 
and passion for music with children, 
while working with such a unique 
organization that serves this otherwise 
unmet need.

Raquel 
Menjivar has 
been an MFL 
Instructor since 
August 2009. 
She loves 
music!!This 
started with 
musical 
parents.!Her 

father is a renowned percussionist and 
her mother is an avid singer. Both of  
her parents engaged her in listening to 
and appreciating music, and her father 
would even take her to his rehearsals, 
concerts, and recording sessions.!!

Raquel received a BA from Mills 
College in Oakland. She enjoys 
composing music!and is currently 
working as a music minister at a local 
church.!Raquel also served previously 
as an MFM docent.

The experience of  working with MFL 
has trained Raquel to “hear” and 
become a better educator.!She 
especially values the students’ 
drawings she receives as gifts, and 
hearing their precious voices 
continuing to sing after the lesson has 
ended.!For Raquel, “singing is life” 
and she is glad that she has had a 
chance to share her passion with the 
children in her classes.

Barbara Dutra 
has recently 
been hired to 
teach for 
Semester II, and 
also has 
background as 
an MFM docent.  
Originally from 
Wisconsin, 
Barbara grew up 

with classical piano and choral singing, 
while dabbling in violin, organ, and 
guitar. Barbara has a BA from 
the!University of  Wisconsin!and an 
MBA from the!University of  Hawaii, 

although she has been settled in the 
Bay Area for over 25 years.!!

Barbara’s first involvement with MFM 
came as a result of  learning that her 
son’s kindergarten in Saratoga had no 
music program.!She forged ahead with 
training in 1993, and created a music 
education program at his school.  The 
program was so popular that the 
district was soon moved to hire a 
wonderful full-time music teacher, 
through the!Saratoga Education 
Foundation.

Barbara later began teaching at 
a!private music school!in Cupertino, 
and about the same time decided to 
reenter the MFM docent program.  
She took training again last year, and 
taught two third-grade classes at 
Marshall Lane Elementary.!She is now 
excited to be joining the MFL team, 
and hopes to brighten some young 
lives with the joy of  music.

Board News
MFM welcomes new Board member 
Christina McKinney.!Chris is a past 
MFM docent (1979–1986 at Santa Rita 
Elementary in Los Altos).!She has 
extensive teaching experience, 
including elementary schools in both 
Los Altos and Mountain View, as well 
as eighth grade English.! Currently she 
is retired and spends her time 
volunteering in a literacy program for 
at-risk middle and high school 
students, as well as with MFM.

Chris has stepped right up to the plate 
and is chairing the Board's Program 
Committee, which is now playing a 
critical role in redesigning training. 
When she is not devoting herself  to 
volunteer activities, Chris enjoys 
traveling, reading, film, golf, and 
visiting her children and new 
granddaughter.!
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With more schools challenged to maintain their music 
education with less, the need for new docents is great. 
MFM does not have enough volunteers to go around to 
serve participating schools and meet the demand from 
new schools. Help us reach more children by frequently 
informing your community about the good work MFM 
and you do. Here are ways you can help spread the word:

• Place an article in your school newsletter introducing 
your docents, and share what it is like. 

• Invite parents to visit during music time to see it for 
themselves.

• Speak at a PTA meeting or at a special-interest group 
gathering.

Changes in fall training 2010
We are making some modifications to make training more 
practical for new docents starting in the primary grades.  
Fewer lecture hours and more classroom practicum are 
among the changes expected this fall. 

Training for new docents begins on September 21 through 
November 23 and will be held twice a week for two-hour 
sessions. 

Don’t let prospective music docents slip away! MFM (and 
the children) thank you for your help.

Save the Dates!

• Monday, April 19, 7–9 PM: Docent workshop led by 
Chris Burke.

• Sunday, May 2, 4:30–7 PM: Spring benefit
• Wednesday May 19, 7–9 PM: MFM board meeting
• Sunday, June 6, 4–6 PM: Volunteer appreciation event. 

Folk dancing/Ice cream social

Docent Recruitment: 
Now More Than Ever!

Volunteer 
Appreciat ion Event
MFM volunteers are standouts in terms of  talent and 
dedication! To thank these truly exceptional people, we are 
hosting a special Family Folk Dancing event. Come one, 
come all, and bring your significant other and your kids.  
We will learn some simple dances and kick up our heels 
together to celebrate you and another successful year of  
bringing the gift of  music to our schools.

And if  dancing in the sunshine with fellow docents isn’t 
enough, we will also have a make-your-own ice cream 
sundae bar. Don’t miss it!

When: Sunday, June 6th, 4:00 – 6:00 PM

Where:  Red Morton Community Center, 1120 Roosevelt 
Avenue, Redwood City

In Fond Memory of
G.G. Fitzmaurice

We are sorry to relate that G.G. 
Fitzmaurice, one of  the original 
architects of  our Music For 
Minors training program, passed 
away on January 25th. !G.G. was 
the author of  “The Guide,” and 
with Grace Johnston developed 
“The Framework,” both of  which 
are still used in training. !G.G. 
continued her role as a core 
trainer for nearly three decades 
until her retirement in 2005, then 

making a move to Florida to be with her son the 
following year.

In addition to her visionary involvement with MFM, 
G.G. was a music teacher for over 60 years, heading the 
music program at Nueva Day School in Hillsborough. !
G.G. taught and inspired hundreds of  docents, and thus 
has had a life-long effect on thousands of  children on 
the Peninsula. !Every docent who had G.G. as a trainer 
will remember her dramatization of  Saint-Saen's Dance 
Macabre. !Her sense of  humor was always evident in her 
vignettes from her classes, such as her reminder about 
good enunciation using as an example the phrase "one 
horse open sleigh" in Jingle Bells. G.G. loved talking 
about her teaching experiences and about music 
education. 

G.G. also directed the MFM chorus for a number of  
years that performed at our gatherings, as well as other 
venues. !Those rehearsals at her home were very lively 
evenings.  Some of  you may not know that, in addition 
to piano (we marveled at her astute playing), G.G. played 
the flute, trombone, and cello. relevant.

We are proud to announce the establishment of  the 
Music For Minors G.G. Fitzmaurice Memorial 
Fund for Training. !All donations will be directed 
toward the education and training of  future MFM music 
educators. !This is a fitting tribute to G.G. whose 
passion lives on in so many classrooms where docents 
and children are singing and dancing… experiencing the 
joy of  music!



Red Grammer Concert
a Success
On Sunday, January 31st, Red Grammer entertained a theater filled 
with music lovers, young and old alike, in Redwood City.!He sang 
from his wide-ranging repertoire of  songs, performing two with 
MFM students from local elementary schools:!“I Think You’re 
Wonderful” and “Teaching Peace.”!!Angels on Stage, a program 
serving special needs children in the Bay Area, also joined in with 
both singing and signing.!With his warm personal style and rich 
tenor voice, Red provided a wonderful afternoon of  music and 
story-telling for all in attendance.
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Grant News
MFM is delighted to announce that we 
recently received two grants. The first, $7,000 
awarded in December, is from the Los Altos 
Community Foundation. The purpose of  this 
grant is to support the development of  an 
outcomes assessment protocol to measure 
student learning in MFM programs. We are 
excited to work with our strong Los Altos 
docents to create a pragmatic tool for pre- and 
post-program testing for use in all 
participating schools. 

The second grant is from the Los Altos Town 
Crier Holiday Fund: $10,000 in general 
support awarded in February. We are deeply 
grateful for these awards enabling MFM to not 
only continue to provide music education, but 
to strengthen and better document student 
growth.

Classroom 
Managment 
Sometimes situations arise that can disrupt 
music learning. MFM recently conducted a 
Classroom Management Workshop to provide 
docents tips on gaining more control of  their 
classroom.  

Approximately fourteen docents shared their 
challenges, while a panel seasoned teachers 
and docents (Marilyn Entin, Vivian Gruener, 
Claire Hubel, and Marianna Raymond) shared 
their tips, advice, and techniques for a well-
managed classroom. 

If  you missed it, video tapes are available for 
check out in the Resource Room.

Noteworthy
Music For Minors participated in Great Nonprofits’ Art Appreciation 
Campaign in February. We asked some docents, board members, 
principals, and teachers to write a brief  review. Check out the results at 
http://greatnonprofits.org/reviews/issues/arts/655.

KBay radio aired an interview with MFM Board President, Sharon 
Barkoff, and our Programs Director, Jean Tyan. To listen to it, go to 
http://mfm.org/news.
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